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3. Archaeology  
3.1. This section seeks to address comments made by the County Archaeologist on 2 February 

2024. A trial trench evaluation was undertaken within the site in November 2023 to January 
2024. The Archaeology Officer was consulted on the scope of the trial trench evaluation, 
comprising the excavation of 124 no. 30m x 2m trenches, targeting the anomalies of 
archaeological origin, geological anomalies, undetermined anomalies, as well as blank areas 
across the site. The Archaeology Officer attended a site meeting in order to view some of the 
trenches. It is noted that her recommendation was as follows: 

“I therefore recommend that this application is not determined until we have received a 
report on the targeted evaluation work and an Archaeological Landscape report which takes 
account of the findings from the targeted preliminary evaluation work. This is to ensure 
decisions on this scheme can be appropriately evidence-based.” 

3.2. An email exchange between the Archaeology Officer and the Heritage Consultant at Pegasus 
was undertaken following receipt of this response, in order to clarify what was required as 
part of the Archaeological Landscape Report. Two email responses were received from the 
Archaeological Officer on 8 February and 13 February. These are included in Appendix 1. The 
Archaeological Officer concluded that ‘it is difficult for me to be more precise until I review 
the Evaluation Report and understand the findings in more detail’. An Interim Evaluation 
Report was sent to the Archaeological Officer on 4 March requesting clarity on the scope of 
the Archaeological Landscape Survey. No response has been received. A full evaluation 
report was sent to the County Archaeologist for her approval and further clarity on 8 March.  

3.3. The trial trench evaluation identified three areas of archaeological deposits and feature which 
dated to the Late Iron Age to Romano-British period, predominantly focussed in Areas 4 and 
5, correlating with the results of the geophysical survey although some additional features 
that had not previously been identified were also recorded. The features comprise enclosure 
ditches, quarry pits and small pits which most likely representing farming enclosure systems 
(trenches 53, 54, 124, 73), with some areas within the site indicating potential domestic 
occupation. The assemblage and quantity of pottery may also suggest a moderately high 
level of use of this area. The pits in trench 73 contained a larger assemblage of animal bones 
than other features on site, suggesting an intensity of activity in this area. Several undated 
postholes and pits in Area 10 could also indicate sparse occupation this area. A buried 
paleosoil was recorded in Area 1. The frequent charcoal and evidence of burning in this layer 
indicate that it was a buried topsoil of later prehistoric date. Further isolated undated ditches 
were identified in Areas 3 and 6.  

3.4. It is considered that the Iron Age to Romano-British activity within Areas 4 and 5 of the site 
represent domestic settlement and associated field systems. It is possible that the postholes 
and pits identified in Area 10 may also be of this date, although no finds were recorded to 
corroborate this.  

3.5. With regards to Historic England’s Scheduling Selection Guide Settlement Sites to 15003, this 
covers Iron Age period settlement including farmsteads, defended settlements, wetland 

 

3 Historic England, 2018. Scheduling Selection Guide: Settlement Sites to 1500. p.5-10, 26 
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settlements and Oppida and Roman-period settlement including rural settlement 
(farmsteads and villas) and urban settlement (major towns, ports and ports). 

3.6. In terms of prehistoric settlement types, this states that the following would be suitable for 
Scheduling: 

“Because of their rarity most prehistoric settlement sites of Bronze Age and earlier date will 
be reckoned of national importance and strong candidates for scheduling. With later 
prehistoric settlement sites, some types, such as Iron Age farmsteads in the east midlands, 
are relatively common; while many are likely to be assessed as nationally significant, here 
there will need to be discrimination in scheduling recommendations and considerations such 
as condition, group value and potential will need evaluation.” 

3.7. In terms of Romano-British settlement sites, this states that the following would be suitable 
for Scheduling: 

“Where they retain reasonable archaeological potential, Roman settlement sites will be 
deemed to have national importance. However, in some areas, both upland and lowland, 
certain types of settlement are sufficiently common to require discrimination in terms of 
scheduling recommendations. Again, considerations such as condition, group value and 
potential will require evaluation.” 

3.8. The activity within the site in Areas 4, 5 and 10 is suggestive of domestic settlement, although 
there is nothing to suggest complex, unusual or high-status activity. The Late Iron Age to 
Romano-British remains within the site are not considered to have a level of significance 
commensurate with a Scheduled Monument. Rather, these remains within the site are 
considered to be a significance commensurate to a non-designated heritage asset of 
medium significance, at most, within that spectrum. 

3.9. Archaeological mitigation in the form of in situ preservation through above ground 
foundations and / or targeted areas of strip, map and sample excavation, so as to record 
archaeological remains prior to their removal will be subject to agreement by the 
Archaeology Officer and the consultant / client.   

3.10. Sufficient information has been provided on the archaeological resource to satisfy paragraph 
194 of the NPPF and the Archaeology Officer has confirmed there are no comments on the 
report. The Evaluation Report is provided at Appendix 2.  

 

4. Built Heritage  
4.1. This section seeks to address the comments made by the Conservation Officer on 8 

February 2024. This response identified within the conclusions that: 

“The proposals will cause some harm to the designated heritage assets at Mussenden Farm 
complex (Mussenden Farmhouse (list entry no. 1239065), Granary to the east of Mussenden 
Farmhouse (list entry no. 1274006), barn to the south east of Mussenden Farmhouse (listed 

 

 



From: Rebecca Ward  
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2024 2:49 PM
To: Wendy Rogers - GT - ECE 
Subject: RE: SE/23/03181 - Chimmens Solar Farm
 
Dear Wendy,
 
Apologies, I just want to be completely clear here as this isn’t a request that we have had previously.
 
When initially reading your pre-app response, we interpreted the request for the Archaeological Landscape Survey
to be discussed as part of the development of the historic landscape.
 
Are you after a description of the setting of the features identified during the evaluation? In which case this would
be a Setting Assessment rather than an Archaeological Landscape Survey?
 
Apologies for the additional email, but just wanted to clarify that we were on the same page and we provided the
relevant information.
 
Please give me a call if you would like to discuss.
 
Kind regards,
Rebecca
 

Rebecca​​​​ Ward

Principal Heritage Consultant
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 4:26 PM
To: Rebecca Ward 
Subject: RE: SE/23/03181 - Chimmens Solar Farm
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Dear Rebecca
 
Thank you for this query.
 
Yes I did register the current submission but I need updated information on the basis of the results of the
evaluation.  If there is an RB settlement at top of hill, what is its setting?  Etc
 
Hope this helps
 
Wendy
 

From: Rebecca Ward <  
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 3:43 PM



To: Wendy Rogers - GT - ECE >
Subject: SE/23/03181 - Chimmens Solar Farm
 
Hi Wendy,
 
I hope you are well.
 

Thank you for your most recent consultation response dated 2nd February.
 
I note from the response that you are requesting an Archaeological Landscape Survey. We did include a section
within the Heritage Statement on the historic landscape (see paras 5.60 – 5.66). Is this what you are requesting?
 
PCA are currently preparing the trial trench evaluation report.
 
Kind regards,
Rebecca
 

Rebecca​​​​ Ward

Principal Heritage Consultant
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